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Dearwilier: 

Please find attached the information you requested regarding the fish species found in Slocum 
Creek as they relate to potential fish collection for human health concerns. A table has been 
provided containing the necessary information. A paragraph is Iincluded that .briefly explains the 
information in the table. The information was gathered by one of our fisheries biologists, along 
with my help. 

Please feel free to call me at (803) 649-7963 if you have any questions. 

Kent T. Cubbage 
Lead Ecological Risk Assessor 
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The attached table presents the species of fish that may inhabit Slocum Creek. There is no 
standard reference that lisrs fish home ranges or territories. Thus, the table has four categories 
per species: edibility, seasonal distribution in the Neuse River estuary (of which Slocum Creek is 
a part), abundance in Slocum Creek, and whether a species is eaten, present year-round, and 
travels relatively short distances during its life history (i.e., meets each of those three criteria). 
The last category can be used to identify those species of fish thaf could conceivably reflect 
contaminant inputs into the limited area of Slocum Creek near MCAS Cherry Point. However, it 
should be noted that virtually ail of those species will travel long distances if forced to due to lack. 
of food (e.g., no baitfish), poor water quality (e.g., low dissolved owgen). or weather (e.g., 
warmer water in winter). Therefore, even these species may be expossd to contaminants from 
non-Navy sources. For simplicity, only common names of fish species are provided. 
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seasonally found : Neuse Rivcsr estuary 
Cn Neuse River ~ 
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Atlantic needlefish Never eaten 1 NA R 
Ladyfis h 1 Infrequently eaten 1 Seasonal R 
Inshore lizard fish Never eaten j NA R 

_ Summer flounder I Regularly eaten 1 YR I R 

* from Fleming and Hightower (1995) fish collections conducted during March-August 1992 
NA = Not applicable since it is not eaten 
YR = Year-round 
A = Abundant in 1992 fish collections 
C = Common in 1992 fish collections 
U = Uncommon in 1992 fish cokotions 
R 7 Rare in 1992 fish collections 



Table 2. Common and scientific names (Robins et al. 1991) of the 
species coliecied by fyke netting, gill netting, and electrafishing within 
Goose, Hancock, and Stocum Creeks during ‘March-August, 1992, 
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Table 2 continued. 

species Scientiffc name 
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